


WAL
.f’" P £ “Papa,” Isaac said, “we have everythmg except we forgot
I i the lamb for the sacrifice.” >
“God will give us the lamb, son,” Abra.ham said. .

: 3 , They built an altar and laid the wood on top. Abraham
Y. & ~ askedhis son to cimb on top of the Wood. Isaac didn't
3 ;.j"' > : \inderstan but he kne

tied his boy to the wood‘fII;aac idn’t struggl

away, he justlay there quietly and chdn't make a sound

Everythmg was ready. Abraham took the knife. Tears
p his eyes Pain was ﬁllmg up | hls heart. Hls




Abraham felt his heart leap with joy. He unbound Isaac
and folded him in his arms. Great sobs shook the old
man's whole body. Scalding tears filled his eyes. And for a
long time, they stayed there like that, in each other’s arms,
the boy and his dad.

Suddenly, Abraham saw a ram caught in some
brambles — the sacrifice. God had given them what
they needed just in time. The ram would die so Isaac
didn’t have to. And so Abraham sacrificed the ram,

mstead of his son.




And as they sat there on the mountaintop,
watching the embers of the fire die in the cool
night air, the stars above them sparkling m the
velvet sky, God helped Abraham and Isaac
understand something. God wanted his people
to live, not die. God wanted to rescue his peo-
ple, not punish them. But they must trust him.

“One day Someone will be born into your
family,” God promised them. “And he will bring
happiness to the whole world ”

God was getting ready to give the whole
watld a v onderfal present. It would be God's
way to tell his people, “Ilove you.”

Many years later, another Son would chmb
another hill, carrying wood on his back. Like
Isaac, he would trust his Father and do what his
Father asked He wouldn't struggle or run away.

Who was he? God’s Son, his only Son — the
Son he loved.

The Lamb of God.
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